Home & School

Working Together for School Success

CONNECTION’

Picture this

Good readers form men-
tal pictures as they read. To improve
your child’s comprehension, read a
book without letting him see it. Then,
ask him to guess what the illustrations
look like. Examples: How are the charac-
ters dressed? Is the setting bright or
gloomy?

Be there!

Regular attendance in elementary
school sets up a good pattern for your
youngster’s entire school career. Show
your child that school comes first by
trying to save days off for illnesses and
family emergencies. Also, schedule
routine doctor and dentist appoint-
ments for after school or during school

breaks.

Line them up

Sometimes kids get math problems
wrong simply because they haven’t
lined up the numbers correctly. Try
this. Have your child work problems
on graph paper, using one box per
number. Once she gets used to this
system, she’ll be able to transfer her
lining-up skills to regular paper.

Worth quoting
“Kind words do not cost much. Yet
they accomplish much.” Blaise Pascal

\ JUST FOR FUN_

Teacher: Name one important thing
we have today that we didn’t have
10 years ago.

Brian: Me!

Clover Garden Schoonl

Pitching in
Would you like your child
to be more responsible,

hardworking, and
persistent? Here are
ideas for working as
a family to help your
youngster develop
these important
traits.

A group approach

Thinking of herself
as a “team player” can
encourage your child to be
responsible. Explain that your
family operates as a team. Everyone
must play a part to get things done.
Example: You take her shopping for her
clothes and sports equipment. She
chooses her outfit each morning and
keeps track of her bat and glove.

out a corner of the basement. Reward —
a place for your child and her friends to
play.
Sticking it out

Working toward small goals can make
it easier to complete a big task. Perhaps
your family room needs a fresh coat of
paint. Write down the steps (move furni-
ture and lay down drop cloths, prepare
walls, roll paint on walls, paint trim).
Tell your child you’ll take a fun break
after each step is done (go to the play-
ground, take a bike ride).¥

Hard workers wanted

Your youngster probably has regular
chores to do. You can motivate her to
work extra hard by placing “want ads” on
the refrigerator. Choose a challenging job,
and offer a benefit. Example: Wanted —
a hardworking family member to clean

Th

ere are many ways you can support your child’s learning and school. Here
are a few ideas:

W Spend a few minutes every evening looking over handouts your youngs

ter brings
home. Fill out forms to return the next day. ;

B Tell your child’s teachers if you can help them out at school
or home.

B Make sure teachers know you appreciate their efforts. From
time to time, send a thank-you note or an e-mail.

M Contact your youngster’s teacher immediately if you
see a problem. Working together will help your child
succeed.

. ﬁ
® Attend conferences, parent meetings, and school ”
events regularly. ¥
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